RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
will know he is enjoying himself. Gesture, engaging
and not superfluous, animates his hands and his
arms. And he has won his audience, not by lectur-
ing, but by the most agreeable companionship. He
is asked a question, let us say about the state of
our arms. With natural politeness he parries it
with another, his lively response suggesting that
he values what he has been asked. "The first thing
to decide is who are you going to-arm against?"
Now, till very recendy one of several rejoinders would
have been, perhaps not rational, but at least possible.
But whether the answer was "Italy" or "Germany"
or "Russia" or even "France," Lloyd George would
be ready with his reply. Even supposing it is quite
contrary to his own predictions he will not, as some
others with comparable prestige are tempted to do,
annihilate the other. He will say "Very well!" and
then, with timely pleas for the assistance of the
company, he will deploy his own ideas of how we
should meet the hypothetical adversary.
Nor will he hesitate to discuss other individuals.
He will dissect another's character and abilities with
far more kindliness than when he is speaking publicly.
Again Mr. Smith's opinion is invited. Whether the
consequent expressions are penetrating, or gauche,
or artless, or artificial the Welshman will detect the
reality that lies behind them, and will encourage Mr.
Smith to reveal his best conversational form. Is not
this gift above rubies? How blithely Mr. Smith will
observe to his relatives or his constituents, "I was
only talking to Lloyd George on Thursday and he
told me . . ." or better still, " I told Lloyd George
all about Chamberlain. He seemed quite impressed
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